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National Waterfront Museum Museum Guidebook

Case Study

The National Waterfront Museum, Swansea is designed around fifteen themed
exhibition areas telling the fascinating story of Wales’s industrial history. 

TMI were commissioned by the National Museum Wales to provide overall
editorial, design and production services for this highly illustrated guidebook,
which was published in both English and Welsh.
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INDUSTRIES

From iron ore to railway line, from a lump of
galena to a water pipe, from a piece of copper
ore to the windings of an electric motor, from a
small lump of gold to the circuit in a computer
– all these transformations require a complex
and highly skilled technological process.

It has been the transformation of raw
materials on a large scale into a myriad of
different uses that epitomises the past 200
years and more – a period when the

manufacture of metals became less of an art
and more of a science.

Modern life depends on the efficient production
and distribution of power, and this is only
possible through the use of a huge number of
metal-based products. The transformation, for
example, of a chunk of ironstone mined in
south Wales to become part of a rail laid in
Siberia or North America involved a complex
technological process and a rich human story.

TRANSFORMATIONS
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A ‘puddler’ at work

Massive deposits of copper ore had been

worked at the old Mynydd Parys mines on

Anglesey since the mid-seventeenth

century, creating one of the most

extraordinary industrial landscapes in

Europe. For over 250 years Mynydd

Parys, as it is now known, has

attracted visitors, many of whom have

been astonished by what they see.

The Reverend George Bingley, who visited

in 1799, wrote:

‘Having … ascended to the top, I found

myself standing on the verge of a vast and

tremendous chasm. I stepped on one of the

stages, suspended over the edge of the

steep, and the prospect was dreadful: The

number of caverns at different heights along

the sides; the broken and irregular masses

of rock … the multitudes of men at work …

the motions of the whimsies, and the raising

and lowering of the buckets, to draw out the

ore and the rubbish; the noise of picking the

ore from the rock …; the roar of the blasts in

distant parts, of the mine, altogether excited

the most sublime ideas, intermixed,

however, with sensations of terror.’

At the time, the Mynydd Parys mines were the

largest producers of copper ore in the world.

Mynydd Parys

Parys Mine, Anglesey, by William Havell, c.1803

Parys Mine, engraving by J. Bluck, 1795, based
on a painting by J. C. Ibbetson
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04Welcome to the National Waterfront
Museum. This is a special museum,

the result of years of imagining, developing
and planning by National Museum Wales.
We wanted a new way of telling Wales’s
industrial history and explaining how Wales
became the world’s first industrial nation.
After wide consultation, Swansea was
chosen as the location for the new museum,
a city whose industrial history illustrates
many of the stories we wanted to tell, and a
partnership was formed between the
National Museum and the City and County
of Swansea.

A new kind of museum experience
Once the waterfront location was chosen,
we had the opportunity to think about what
kind of museum we wanted. This was a
chance to be fresh and innovative – a clean
slate. We already knew that there would be
no entry fee: the Welsh Assembly
Government enabled the National Museum
to drop entry charges in 2001. With no need
for ticket desks or barriers, this museum
has four ways in: you can enter, and
explore, as you please. 

We had a choice from over 100,000
artefacts relating to Wales’s industrial past.

An introduction to the
National Waterfront Museum
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