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The National Trust Houghton Mill information map 

Work Undertaken

Board / frame design, production
Mill information panels

Case Study

Having previously produced a number of historical interpretation panels within the
Mill complex, we were briefed to produce a curved panel to upgrade an existing,
temporary map attached to a wall. The new board also needed to be designed in the
same style as the existing boards, sited on the floor above, with a frame surround.

Even the whitest and finest stone milled flour, obtained by
sifting the flour through the wire machine over and over
again, had fine branny particles and yellow flecks of
wheatgerm. Today, flour is often bleached artificially to make
it white. The flour produced at Houghton is 100% stoneground
wholewheat and is ground from wheat grown at the National
Trust’s Wimpole Home Farm, Cambridgeshire.

PROCESS Sacks of grain, delivered by road or river, were hoisted into the mill by
the sack hoist through the two projecting gables known as lucams. The
grain was cleaned and stored and then channelled by gravity through
all the stages of grinding and processing to be bagged as flour at the
bottom of the mill.

A view of the loft showing the remains of the
Archimedean screw – a screw helix employed to move
grain horizontally. This ran the full length of the mill and
enabled grain to be transferred from the lucams to chutes
which emptied into storage bins.

As the flour fell it was collected in sacks
positioned at the bottom of the chute. Once full
the sacks were attached to an internal sack
hoist and lifted back up to the Stone floor
where the flour was sifted on a wire machine to
separate off the bran or outer skin. The graded
flour was then brushed down the chutes to be
re-bagged as a finished product. 

THE FALL OF THE GRAIN
The grain was first fed into the hopper, then to the shoe, and
from there into the eye of the running stone. The shoe was
vibrated by the metal damsel attached to the revolving runner
stone. The angle of the shoe was controlled by a string called
the crook string. This regulated the amount of grain that fell
into the centre of the stones. The grain was then spread by
centrifugal force between the running stone and the stationary
bed stone, grinding as it went. The flour then fell down a chute
to the floor below. Millers joked that the damsel gained its name
because it made a continuous chattering noise when it moved.

Grain was stored in huge bins on this floor before it
was poured down through small rectangular chute
holes to the Stone floor.
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Credits
The original map was drawn in 1993 by John Harris to be displayed at Houghton Mill.
It was based on the 1969 Great Ouse Drainage Board river uses map, incorporating
information from Huntingdon District Council’s Ouse Valley Way leaflet-pack and
from Christopher Dunn’s The Book of Huntingdon. Encouragement and help came from:

The County Record Office, Huntingdon

The Norris Museum, St Ives

John Crosby, area manager, ATS
(St Mary’s Street Mill), St Neots

David Cozens for images from his
collection of historic postcards

Eileen and Allan Forrest, The National
Trust, Houghton Mill

The present update (2006) has been made
for the National Trust by Matthew Wilson of
Third Millennium Information, with additional
material from John Harris and Sally Newton,
Property Manager at Houghton Mill

A note to walkers
The Ouse Valley Way, marked ••••, is a green linear path
favouring the riverbank and mostly avoiding all but the fringes
of villages. If you would prefer to try it segment by segment,
ring changes with types of path, vary the going and
topography, take in a a historic building or site – or pub – and
end up being back at the car (or train or bus), some excellent
diversions and parallel ways have been included, marked
���� (as opposed to ••••). All can be recommended – and at
certain times of year some may even prove preferable to the
softer sections of the official path.

DOGS can be taken on paths marked ���� / ••••, but ought
to be on leads wherever other activities properly come first,
e.g. picnicking, camping, riding, fishing, birdwatching and
boating. Also, wherever farm animals are grazing.

The length of the Ouse Valley Way through this map is approx.
18 miles (29 km) and was walked by JH on 28.01.2006

Huntingdon’s Historic Industries:
Banking; Boatbuilding; Brickmaking; on Port Holme, horse-racing and early
experiments in aviation, also town gas made from 1833; and wind, water and
steam mills producing flour, oil and cattle-cake. Brewing: the Chequer’s Inn’s
brewhouse evolved over 250 years into Marshall’s Brewery, founded in 1867.
Oliver Cromwell made his name as the Huntingdon brewer before moving in
his late 20s to Slepe Hall, St Ives, and on to the House of Commons. 

St Neots’ Historic Industries:
Malting, milling, breweries (Day’s, Paine’s). Pipe, tile and
brick making. Bell-foundry (Joseph Eayre) which moved
to Loughborough. Papermills. Clock and watch making.
Spa water bottlinfg. Foundries: the Vulcan Foundry,
1856, suypplied gas engines and prototype kitchen
ranges. River transport (for timber etc. imported through
King’s Lynn).

St Ives’ Historic Industries:
Lighter-building and river transport; basket and
hamper weaving (Harrison’s); flour-milling by
wind, water and steam power; wheelwrighting
and wagon building; printing; iron- and brass-
founding and steam-engine manufacture
(Waldock, Briggs, George Fowell, Oldman); and
lime-burning and brick-building: the arched
causeway from Low Road to St Ives Great Bridge
(surveyed by Telfort) absorbed 11⁄4 million bricks.
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Rivermill, Eaton Socon

from N – downstream

House probably 1770–1800; buff brick
mill with datestone TGC 1847; machinery
stripped out for use as popular riverside
tavern. Views upstream over narrowboat
marina, weirs and Eaton Socon Lock.
Flanked by sympathetic houses and
Addington Walk flats.
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Hemingford Grey Watermill

from N.W – Houghton Meadow

The distinctive Mill House may be glimpsed from the end of Mill
Lane, but the site of this beautiful timber mill, demolished in the
1970s, is inaccessible except by boat below Hemingford lock.
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Corporation Mill, Godmanchester

from S.W – upstream

The site, well downstream from Godmanchester Lock, lies on the path
from the west end of Chinese Bridge to Mill Yard on the High Street.
Timber-clad tripled gabled mill which survived against a nearby steam
competition (6) till 1884 and stood till 1926. The path crosses the wheelpit
and sluice with a second Chinese bridge below.

Three mills are noted in Godmanchester in the Domesday Book
(1087AD), but no illustration has yet been found of Corporation 
Mill’s neighbour across Port Holme in Huntingdon.
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St Neots Papermills

from W.S.W – upstream side

On the original ‘Island’ site east of St Neots, only the millhouse survives. The site of
Okestubbe cornmill was rebuilt in 1799 and converted by the Fourdinier brothers into a
papermill in 1803. All in this view was swept away by the 1913 fire with an amalgam of
structures from 1850 to 1910. The northern half of the island (up to outflow of River Kym)
is new housing (Skippers `Way). To the west of the lock are semi-derelict brick warehouses
c.1820–70 of Samuel Jones & Co Ltd’s Stationery Mill; modern works with stainless steel
chimneys climb the bank behind.

The papermills’ well yielded spa water, branded ‘Neotia’ and bottled in St Neots.
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St Ives, Brown and Goodman's first steam flour mill, 1854

from S – across main stream of Great Ouse

Innovative automated mill directly based by Potto Brown on
continental models; latterly, he swapped some pairs of stones
here and at Godmanchester (6), for French porcelain rollers.
Such mills were from the 1870s (Bateman Brown’s time),
vulnerable to competition from mills with access to imported
American wheat, eg in Ipswich.
From 1901, the St Ives mill had
three new lives: as Enderby’s
printing Works, Sir Clive Sinclair’s
Radionics factory and now, shorn
of engine-house, chimney and
lucam, as marina apartments.

The Godmanchester mill made
Potto Brown a presence in
Huntingdon society; he funded
Trinity free church, whose
immense spire dominated the
north side of the High Street till
the 1960s, and served four terms
as mayor.

Buckden Mills / Offord Mill

from E.S.E – Offord Cluny bank of main stream

Ancient watermill site round dogleg in lane and west of the lock.
Twin derelict Victorian structures, at right-angles, in biscuit-coloured
brick, decently replicated as town-houses. The right-hand, roadside
mill is losing its chimneys and tower and gaining an extra storey and
lucams. The Millhouse (c.1880) and dated Gothic cottage (1851)
survive. There are traces of the rail link from the main line at Offord.
Buckden Lane crosses 1993 suspension bridge into the Offords.
Beyond the mill pit stands a fine c.1800 redbrick granary, extended
and made into houses. Large marina etc in gravel pits.
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Steam Mills, Godmanchester and
Huntingdon Bridge

from W – upstream of Bridge House
(Bateman Brown’s residence, now a hotel)

The nearer mill, Riverside, built in 1847 by
Charles Veasey, ground linseed for oil and
cake and later, corn, for which in 1915
Veasey Jr bought redundant stones from
Houghton (8). From 1924–72, it was a
hosiery mill (Klinger & Co.). Apartment
conversion in 1983. Behind to the right
stands Brown and Goodman’s second freehold mill, built 1861–3 and bankrolled by Houghton
(8) and St Ives (10). One storey taller and rail-linked from the start; also accessible (by present
Boathaven inlet) to Potto Brown’s paddle-tug and lighters. A warehouse from 1888 but
demolished in 1969) – soon after, the railway bridge made way for the A14 viaduct.
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Brampton Mill

from S.E – across S-flowing branch of Alconbury Brook

This view now masked by poplars. The brick-end (left) and
mill-house beyond the country-house (right) survive. Black
gables and lucam of watermill lost in conversion to
steakhouse, reached down Bromholme Lane. A redundant
metal waterwheel idles next to the inn entrance – and it
really does turn!
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7 Houghton Watermill

from E.S.E – the shore of the mill pit
(picnic meadow)

This is the mill in working state, after Potto
Brown’s death (1871) but before 1910.
Projecting counting-house and chimney, and
all three external waterwheels intact. 1915
sale of stores to Veasey (6); derelict iron
waterwheels and shafts, plus two pit-wheels,
dismantled in 1930 and dumped
downstream, enabling the Great Ouse
Catchment Board to instal flood-sluices
either side, well away from Houghton Lock.
The mill was converted to serve as a Youth
Hostel. Milling recommenced around 1986
using an electric motor to power the stones.
The northern waterwheel was recreated in
1998–9, so water-power returned to the mill
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Ashton’s Steam Cornmill, Fenstanton

from N.E – along Low Road

Probably 1820s; worked in harness with
Ashton’s adjacent brick tower mill (out of view
to the right); till 1860, driven by a beam
engine. In 1909, demolition of the chimney and
windmill yielded enough matching bricks to
double the four-storey block (there was even a
second lucam or ‘hookem’ added) into a
peculiar tall thin house which stood till replaced
by more conventional residences in 1986.

Hartford watermill site

from S – the West Meadow bank of
the main stream

The 1771 Enclosure Map shows no
mill structure, but indicates a leat
upstream of the church, which the
path to Huntingdon Bridge still crosses
twice. The distant ‘mansion’ in the
trees – in fact Hartford Cottage – is
now masked by a riverside thicket.
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Historical panel (2000)

Information map panel (2006)


